
 

 

The Brewerôs Bugle  
óThe Man of the Year Issueô  

January Meeting  

IN THE PRESENCE OF GREATNESS MEETING  
Wednesday, January19th, 7:30pm  

At Cloneôs and Mrs Cloneôs 

55 Bunnell Ave, Stratford .   
Tel: 203 - 377 - 2293    

 

Theme  

 
ñWhat ever we normally have in January is fine.ò  
 

Directions  
 

Just off Nichols Avenue, south of Trumbull Hawley Lane Mall. See map below 

January 2011      Newsletter of the Underground Brewers Club of Connecticut     Volume 25, No. 1  

Y.A.H.O.O.S. (Yankee Association of Homebrewers Objecting to Organized Societies)  

(Ainôt no mean-spirited people here.)  
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THE GRUMPY OLD MANôS PARSIMONIOUS PAGE 
 

Sometime in the last few weeks, Darvon complained that the Bugle was getting too big for his printer; it used too much ink and too 

much paper. This particular issue of the Bugle seems to have grown out of all proportion and so the editors are a bit worried on what 

effect this will have on Darvon. Most of the stuff is about him anyway (and hence destined for the shredder) but we wanted to help 

him with his printer woes. 

 

Fortunately, with the aid of modern technology we were able to embed a microdot directly into the printed page and, with the aid of 

a reasonably cheap electron microscope, this whole issue of the Bugle may be read at any time without the need to print the whole 

thing. Weôve also made it in black and white because thatôs what we felt Darvon wanted too (ñtoo many color photographsò). Weôve 

also included in this special microdot edition, a gentlemanôs section full of (black and white) photographs of scantily-clad young 

ladies. 

 

You can find the microdot on the page belowðitôs in the center of the circle.  
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A Message From Our Leader in  the 
Oval Office:  

Item 1 ï YAHOOS Dues is Due. 

  
It is that time again.  It is time to pay your YAHOOS 
taxes.  The money you give to support the YAHOOS is 
invested in our ongoing infrastructure projects.  It builds 
roads and bridges.  It funds the TSA groping program.  It 
helps NASA to fake future moon landings.  And of course, 
it pays for our summer picnic, Holiday Party, and prizes 
for the club competition and silly bier contest. 
  
This year, there are two different ways to calculate your 
tax.  Method 1 is to submit to a certified audit by a major 
accounting firm, and you will be assessed by a compli-
cated formula that takes into account the amount of beer 
you have brewed, the amount you have consumed, and 
the amount of hair you have remaining.  And before any-
one gets excited by this, its inverse ï the less hair you 
have, the more tax you pay. 
  
Method 2 is to give me 5 bucks, and quit your whining. 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Item 2 ï Its time to step up and host a meeting 

  
The hosting calendar for 2011 is open, and already has 
some months spoken for.  Plan ahead and pick a month 
you would like to host.   
   

HandyAndyôs Tipples 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well, here we are, again (well, those of you that arenôt using 

the electron microscope)ðanother year has passed and weôre 

still here trying to find that perfect beer and continuing to make 

fun of the others which, I suppose, means all of them. 

 

In this first issue of the Bugle for 2011, we have a variety of 

stuff for your reading delight and edification. 

 

As usual, we have great articles from our regular contributors in 

which they discuss the finer points of beer brewing and the nu-

merous faults in their fellow Yahoos.  

 

We have a number of new contributors; some we havenôt heard 

from before and some from the good old days  

 

There is even a section written by our esteemed leader. Make 

sure you find it (itôs on the right)ðif you donôt read anything 

else, at least read this before you destroy this newsletter. 

 

We have a report on the grand Heineken employee homebrew 

competition kindly hosted by our good friends at Maltose Ex-

press which involved several of the Yahoos. 

 

There is an on-location account of what happened at the Silli-

Biere party held at Dr.Pivoôs in December. 

  

But the big news in this edition is a new feature to recognize 

and celebrate the Yahooôs óMan of the Year, 2010ô Find out 

who this is and what we all think of him on Page 27 (which has 

moved yet again). 

 

Finally, donôt forget the puzzles and photo caption competition. 

 

Actually thatôs made me think of a riddle: 

 

 

Question: Whatôs the difference between a Beer Puzzler and a 

Beer Guzzler? 

 

Answer: The first causes confusion and the second is already 

confused. 

 

 

Well, I thought it was witty. 
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Marianôs Machinations 
 

Hi. 

Missed you all. Hope you had a great Christmas and New 

Year.   

I am looking forward to the Bugle this month for two reasons:  

The tribute to the óMan of the Yearô.  Haven't been with the 

club long but am very aware of his contributions and the fact 

there will be no  pictures  of  me.  Seriously. 

 

Here is some stuff for "Marian's Machinations" 

I thought this one was appropriate for the time of 

the year:  

 
"When I heated my home with oil, I used an average of 800 

gallons a year. I have found that I can keep comfortably warm 

for an entire winter with slightly half that quantity of beer" 

- Dave Barry 

 

Pivoôs Prevarications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi Guys, 

 

I want to send you this beer puzzler before you get too ham-

mered to figure it out. It appeared in the last issue of the 

Bugle, and I forgot to ask for online solutions, so I'm re-

printing it below. Send your answer to 

bugle@undergroundbrewers.org.   

Someone in the club should be able to figure it out. A hint: 

look at the cost of a half pint and that of a pint. 

 

The Beer Puzzler: 
In Geldeston, Norfolk, England, on February 2, 1971, Andy 

ducked intoThe Wherry, a favorite, for a quick drink; he had 

just 10 minutes before he had to be home for tea, so he 

bought a half-pint of bitter for 11 d. The publican com-

plained to Andy that he was running out of half-pint glasses, 

and that hardly anyone was ordering full pints, which he 

found strange since ñonly plonkers drink half-pintsò  

Andy returned to the pub a fortnight later and ordered a pint 

and paid his 10 p. Why was the landlord running out of the 

smaller glassware? 

 

Pivo 

 

 

Actually you are all saved from further brain trauma be-

cause Scott managed to decode the puzzler. Ed 

 

ñOn another note, I thought Pivo's puzzler quite interest-

ing.  I  knew about some of the troubles associated with the 

decimalisation of currency in the UK, but Pivo sent me 

searching for the details.  Ah, progress.ò 

Scott 
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News from the Craphouse  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who Cares by Dr. Score 40 and Above 
 

In my recent travels, I found myself touring the St. Joseph's 

Abbey in Spencer, Massachusetts with the Shelton Broth-

ers.  We met with two monks, Brothers Brian and Isaac, to dis-

cuss the possibility of opening the first US Trappist brew-

ery.  We toured the Abbey and then went to the factory where 

the monks make many varieties of preserves.  After the sight-

seeing, we all sat down for a meeting to discuss possible ways 

to proceed in the monks' beer-making venture.  As Brothers 

Brian and Isaac expressed the monks' desire to do it all them-

selves with no outside workers, my interview for brewer was 

surprisingly quick.  Their aim is to open a 50bbl brewery by 

2014.  Due to the strict regimen of their daily life, the monks 

plan to perform all aspects of brewing, cellaring, and packaging 

in 4-hour shifts. Upon returning to the Shelton Brothers' head-

quarters, Dan and I tasted about 25 English micro-brews from 

small breweries he is considering for import. Only about 8 were 

worthy.  We finished the night with Pliny the Elder and the 

ultra-rare Cantillon Zwanze (wit gueze blend). 
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HEROIC UNDERTAKINGS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Which member of the YAHOOS will rise to the challenge and 

recreate this?  See Pic below. 

 

Fried Beer 

This year at the Sixth Annual Big Tex Choice Awards compe-

tition in Texas, Mark Zable presented ñFried Beer.ò Zable 

placed beer inside a salty pretzel like dough, and deep fried it 

ð and he won the Big Tex Choice Award.  

  

ñWhen you take a bite, beer pours out of the inside pocket of 

dough,ò Zable said on his website, www.friedbeer.net <http://

www.friedbeer.net> . 

  

Zable cooks his Fried Beer at a temperature that allows the 

alcohol to be preserved and not cooked off. Heôs been using 

Shiner Bock. 

  

 Hereôs a story for the Right Wing YAHOOS: 

 

Regulators Approve Beer Can Label with Pledge of Alle-

giance 

The Pledge of Allegiance is on a beer can. The label was ini-

tially rejected by the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bu-

reau. Don Sessions of Los Angeles applied for the label for his 

Olô Glory beer can design. His other product is an energy 

drink, also under the Olô Glory brand. Olô Glory beer is 

brewed for Sessions by Cold Springs Brewing of Minnesota. 

SCOTT WRITES A POEM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scott Petrovits  

Well, you asked for it, so I wrote some poetry. 

 

Beer is not a trifling matter; 

Making it's a sacred art. 

Grain is mashed and hops are scattered, 

Yeast's elixir warms the heart. 

 

Yet, around the winter's solstice, 

All devoutness steps aside, 

When, aside our host and hostess, 

We explore beer's silly side. 

 

Brussels sprouts and labels witty, 

Nurse's namesake, Darvon banned, 

Pressure cookers, sculpture gritty, 

'Round-the-reindeer Allemande. 

 

But, alas, the eveningôs finite, 

YAHOOS must postpone their fun. 

Celebrate the past yearôs highlights, 

Happy New Year, everyone. 
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Darvonôs Rackings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SILLIBIERE COMPETITION  

 

This year's (actually last year's, because  the year has flipped 

in the interim) Sillibiere competition was routinely spectacu-

lar, as expected. As always, Pivo and Sue put a lot of effort 

into hosting the event. As expected, the YAHOOS attending 

brought lots of goodies and  lots of great beers to share. I will 

let others wax eloquent elsewhere in the BUGLE. 

 

In one way, this year's competition was unique. In the past, 

sillibiere entries were generally over-presented and garishly 

decorated concoctions of  unpalatable nature. For the first time 

in this writer's dimming memory, most of this year's entries 

could be consumed, most were homebrews, and there were 

even beers brewed as sillibieres. 

 

But the winners and other entries: 

 

First prize - Handy Andy ï Exploring Ways to Increase 

Beer Flatulescence  

Andy deserves special kudos for brewing a beer specifically as 

a Sillibiere, and additional praise for producing brews that 

could be consumed, more or less. He produced one beer in 

which baked beans had been introduced in the mash, and an-

other to which Brussels sprouts had been added to the boil. 

Truly creative examination of the characteristic of beers most 

important to the Brits. 

 

Second Prize ï Pivo ï Rocking Reindeer Ale 

One of Pivo' homebrews, lovingly embraced by a battery-

powered, stuffed toy reindeer of Asian origin, which sang (in 

English) and danced its way into the hearts of all present, so 

much so that everyone was moved to get up and join the fun. 

This is the sort of thing that happens when one retires too early 

and has too much time to waste. 

 

Third Prize ï Clone ï This Year's Celebrity Beers 

The prize beers were under Clone's chair, and he appropriated 

third place before discussion by all the others attending, who 

were too mellow at this point to complain. As we have come 

to expect, Clone's beers were grossly over attenuated and too 

dry to drink. In his own words, ñThe entries from Clone were 

so over the top funny that it rendered the scribe incapable of 

writing intelligible or coherent notes. Those of you not at the 

meeting should consider your life to be somehow diminished 

from having missed it. Those at the meeting have a new found 

sense of enrichment in their lives. It was that fucking funny.ò 
 
Other entries in no particular order: 

 

Nurse = Brew Nation Beer, a dioramatic beer, as we have 

come to expect. This entry had been produced a year earlier, 

when Gerry wimped out from the competition because of a few 

snow flakes. The entry consisted of a homebrew encased in 

boulders left over from Christina's beautiful fireplace sculpture. 

The beer was consumable, albeit tasting like lemon pledge and 

San Diego harbor water, having sat around for a year. 

 

Darvon  - Darvon Ale. Homebrew banned by the FDA, as too 

dangerous to consume, especially by women. 

 

Pivo ï The Naughty Nurse, as recently released and suppos-

edly covering the state, but just try and find one ï Pivo went to 

a lot of trouble. One problem with this beer is that the  image 

on the label is not the real Naughty Nurse and is simply not 

hairy enough. 

 

Handy Andy  - Pressure Cooked Ale. A beer boiled in a pres-

sure cooker, which greatly reduced the time required for the 

boil. Actually, the beer was quite tasty. What was disturbing 

was the number of brewers present asking after the recipe. 

What has become of us? 

 

Photos from the Sillibiere event follow this article and you will 

find the recipe for the pressure-cooked beer elsewhere in this 

issueðEd. 

 

 

ANOTHER REASON WHY NOT TO MISS THE JANU-

ARY MEETING  

 

Over the years, I have collected a few beers too ñpreciousò to 

consume. But after a while, even the most special beers become 

too old to drink. It just does not make sense to keep a consum-

able so long that it becomes useless. For that reason, I will be 

bring a couple of my ñpreciousò beers to the meeting for the 

enjoyment of all, unless the brews have passed the point of no 

return. I may repeat this process in later meetings. 
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THE SILLIBIERE EVENT PHOTO GALLERY  
 

I didnôt realize how many photos I had taken at this event. Even more surprising was that most of them were in focus and had peo-

ple doing sort of interesting things (or at least they seemed to be at the time).  
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