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Darvon’s Rackings

February Meeting - Winter Beers
Wednesday, February 21, 7:30 pm

My Place Restaurant
8 Queen Str eet, Newtown, 270-7061

Dir ections: We all know how to get there

POETRY CORNER
The Meeting at Nessie's
The hors-d'oeuvres were lovingly made,
The table delectably laid,
Deflecting our passes,
While filling our glasses,
Was Myriam, our sexy barmaid

KEEPREADING, THERE'S A HOMBREW CONNECTION
Thanks to West Coast correspondent for the lead on this report.

On November 20, 1982, Stanford and Cal Berkeley played a famous football game. With four seconds left in the game, Stanford
kicked a field goal, which put them in the lead 20-19 for an apparent upset. The Stanford band started into the end zone to cele-
brate the sure win. Cal had an unlikely chance to win through a run-back of the ensuing kickoff. They did exactly that, lateralling 

the ball five times on the way, with a Cal player carrying the ball into the end zone, smashing into Stanford band trombonist Gary
Tyrrell. This was the most famous ending to a football game ever (until the Boise State-Oklahoma game a few weeks ago).

The Big Game (always capitalized) has led to fame. Three players went on to professional football careers, with John Elway, the
Stanford quarterback, being named to the Pro Football Hall of Fame. The trombone smashed in the collision has been enshrined
in the College Football Hall of Fame in South Bend, Indiana (where else?). Gary Tyrrell has not been so fortunate, as quoted in
the Stanford Magazine of November/December 2002, "Basically, I peaked when I was 21 years old - it's been downhill ever
since." He suffers from melophobia, traumatophobia, and gigantusathletisophobia. He plays his new trombone only when hip deep
in the ocean, safe from marauding kick-off returners. He finally reached the low point in his life by becoming a homebrewer. Even
now, The Game has left his scars; as a brewer, he is best known for his Trombone Guy Pale Ale. Sad. 
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THIRTY-TWO CASES OF BOTTLES ON THE WALL
Sparky did things in a big way. While he was co-coordinator of SNERHC, the competition was much bigger and prizes were so
plentiful that some had to be raffled off, leading to big profits for the YAHOOS. Sparky was also acquisitive, and we can assume
that lots of prime prizes never found their way to the raffle. The raffle itself must have been fixed. How else did he walk off with
that leather bomber jacket? With its beer logos, it must not be of much use to him anymore. He kept all of the competition bot-
tles, which he stored in sturdy tavern-style cases - I don't know how he acquired all the cases, but apparently none that he saw
escaped him.

When Sparky saw the error of his ways and joined AA, I cleared all of the beer leftovers from his basement and stored them in
my daughter's basement. This summer she demanded that I remove all of my crap. My storage unit-style apartment became even
more crowded, since my beer stuff was already there, including all of the tavern-style beer cases I have come across in decades
of running SNERHC. The other day I counted the bottle filled tavern-style beer cases - thirty-two of them! Consider that my apart-
ment has a total area of 600 feet. I have to stand on my tiptoes to see out the windows over the cases. I have nightmares of being
smothered by collapsing stacks of cases of beer bottles. HELP. I will start bringing the cases to meetings to give away - the only
condition being that the bottles in them have to go with the cases.

GENERAL, EMBARRASSING DETERIORATION
AMONGSTTHE YAHOOS
We are a beer brewing club supposedly devoted to manly-man
activities of brewin', drinkin', shootin' and cussin'. So what
went wrong? Take the last meeting at Nessie's, for example.
The man has every machine capable of making weapons and
truck adornments. What did we have at his house instead ? I'll
tell you. A PUPPY. After each of us went down on our knees in
turn to cootchy-coo it, we were then completely disarmed of
any hope of appearing butch. So you'd expect our host would
at least do the manly thing and provide white bread rolls and
meat items shaped like penises. No. Instead we had gourmet
loaves hand-baked by his son's servants and caramelized
onions on a delicate woosy thin pastry. What next? Oh yes,
with all the women present with their wonderful body smells to
disarm us, the meeting looked and felt more like a wedding
reception for NewGuyJeff than a booze-up.

SOMETHING NEWFOR THE YAHOOS
Once the tasting started in earnest (Ernie wasn't there), we had
a wonderful surprise. The first two beers were, in my humble
opinion, fabulous. Each with its craft-brewed excellence and
delicate nuances. There was something strange and unusual
about them, though. They were mine. Yes, now that I am a
woodsman like Crapper, I am obliged to mash away with aban-
don. All this is easy and rewarding as long as I stay friends with
Darvon to advise me.

I love you all, y'all NNN

Ramblings of the Naughty Nurse BJCP Test
For Those Who Want to Tortur e Their

Minds
Sunday, March 18 at MASTER Missing Link’s

8 Bryant Lane, Shelton, 10 am
There will be a review Friday, March 16th at My Place

Restaurant at 7 pm

Henrietta’s great table spread

So, who do I throw out tonight?

What’s Darvon holding?

Heroic Undertakings
BREWMASTER KARLSTRAUSS, 1912-2006
Karl Strauss, a German-trained brewmaster who fled Nazi
Germany and spent his career brewing beer in the U.S., died at
age 94 in December from complications following cancer sur-
gery. Strauss spent 44 years at Pabst Brewing, rising to top
positions in the brewing department. He was also one of the
first professional brewmasters at a major American brewery to
embrace the nascent craft beer business when he helped found
the Karl Strauss Brewing Co. in San Diego in 1989. This was
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the first craft brewery in San Diego and one of the first in
southern California. He also consulted for many microbrew-
eries and brewpubs after retiring from Pabst in 1983.

Strauss was born to be a brewer - literally. His father was pres-
ident of the Feldschlosschen brewery in Minden, Germany, and
Strauss was delivered in the brewery's main office in 1912. He
was trained at Germany's famous brewing institute,
Weihenstephan, and became a brewmaster just as the Nazis
were rising to power. As a Jew, Strauss was forbidden from
working. He managed to escape Germany in 1939, arriving in
Milwaukee where family friends introduced him to people at
Pabst. 

Strauss was also active throughout his life with the Master
Brewers Association of the Americas, serving as president
from 1961-1963 and receiving many awards from this organi-
zation.

GUINNESS WHOLE GRAIN BREAD 
Irwin's Bakery of County Armagh (Ireland, of course) has part-
nered with Guinness to create Guinness Whole Grain Bread.
The beer contains 17 perecent Guinness Stout, giving it a dark
appearance and a malty taste.

PALE ALE BREW-OFF COMPETITION 
Weyermann Malt, the world's largest specialty malting compa-
ny, located in Bamberg, Bavaria, joined forces with Brewers
Supply Group, an American distributor of Weyermann malt, to
invite American brewers to a Pale Ale Brew-Off competition.
Brewers Supply Group furnished the required raw materials for
the pale ale, and the brewers used their own recipes and brew-
houses to create their interpretation of the style. The beers were
judged at Oaks Bottom Pub in Portland, Ore., last September.

The winning brewer was Mike Jordan of Widmer Brothers
Brewing (also of Portland, Ore.)

Jordan's prize was an all-expense-paid one-week trip to
Bamberg, timed to coincide with BRAU-Beviale in
Nuremberg, a huge beer industry trade show, and included a
free pass to the event. Jordan also received an invitation to the
annual post-BRAU Weyermann Bavarian Party in Bamberg.
On top of all that, Jordan was able to spend a day brewing in
Weyermann's 2.5-hectoliter (almost 3 barrel) pilot brewery. 

"I had an absolutely great time and I sincerely appreciate
Weyermann's generosity," Jordan said. "I think Weyermann
might be the world's greatest hosts!" 

BEER IS CHEAPER THAN WATER
According to a report on waternet.com, water in some parts of
the UK is now more expensive than beer. Three supermarket
chains in drought-plagued London have charged more for bot-
tled water than beer. At one chain, a pint of beer cost the equiv-
alent of $1.04, while a bottle of Perrier was $1.10. Members of
Parliament and the pub industry have criticized the supermar-
kets for low beer prices, saying they were encouraging binge
drinking. Some supermarkets in Scotland were reported to
have sold beer for as little as 74 cents a can or bottle.

PARIS HILTON HAWKS BEER
At the turn of the year, celebrity heiress Paris Hilton became
the pitchlady for a new low-carb Australian beer. Bondi
Blonde, named after the famous Sydney beach, is brewed by
Bluetongue Brewery. Hilton was flown to Sydney over the
New Year period to promote the beer. The ensuing press fren-
zy that follows her every move resulted in 163 press articles
and featured over 2,000 times on TV. Hilton also judged a com-
petition to find a blonde spokesmodel for the new beer.

BEER THAT BOOSTS BREASTSIZE
This sounds too far-out to believe, but reports have been flying
about Boza, a traditional Turkish drink made from fermented
wheat flour and yeast, which has become a hit in Europe due to
an unusual side-effect - drinking Boza is supposed to enlarge
women's breasts. No reports on male breast enlargement have
been heard of. Boza is also produced in Bulgaria, and that
country has now joined the European Union. With duties on

Boza abolished, it's cheap to buy throughout Europe. Boza
contains four types of vitamin A and B and vitamin E. During
the fermentation process it produces lactic acid, which helps
digestion. Consumption has long been promoted as a method
for increasing the milk production of pregnant women. Dr.
Savas Çömlek told the Turkish Daily News that Boza could
raise the level of prolactin hormones that help milk production.
Perhaps this is why breasts might enlarge. 

“How does Coc Two do it? He’s so old and crippled!
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Artsy shot

ANHEUSER-BUSCH TO DISTRIBUTE CZECHVAR 
They've been battling each other for nearly a century in courts
around the world over the rights to the "Budweiser" name, but
an agreement of sorts has been arranged. Anheuser-Busch will
become the U.S. importer of Czechvar Premium Czech Lager
from Czech brewer Budejovicky Budvar. The agreement, how-
ever, does not impact existing litigation or trademark disputes
between the two brewers in other countries. In most of the

world, Czechvar is sold as Budvar.

PD PINTGLASSES
USA-In a novel approach to the drinking and driving problem,
police in Bennington, VA, are distributing pint glasses
embossed with the police department logo to bars and restau-
rants. The hope is that drinking from the glass will make peo-
ple think twice before getting behind the wheel if they've had
too many.

BEEF-FLAVORED BEER
A Dutch pet-shop owner has created a beef-flavored brew
called HONDENBIER KWISPELBIER to share with her
Weimaraners after the hunt. 

Chickenman now HAS to show up at meetings

... and more

Myriam pours more ...

Myriam pours 

The Myriam Show
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Maine-based photographer Buddy Doyle has released The Urinals of Ireland poster, a work dedicated to the porcelain and stain-
less steel temples of relief in mens' WCs in the Emerald Isle. Doyle and his wife traveled to Ireland in 2004 to celebrate their
anniversary. They brought their mothers along - "To the shock of many of our friends," Doyle said. Each day, while the ladies
shopped, Doyle made his way to the local pub, "in search of the perfect pint." For some odd reason he began snapping pictures
of the urinals. "Before long I had a pretty decent urinal collection in hand - so to speak." Back home, Doyle printed a small 12"
x 18" poster with 24 urinals, which he gave to friends. When the suggestion was made that he could sell these, he returned to
Ireland and made a grand tour of pub urinals, which resulted in the current 20" x 30" poster, available from his company October
Publications (www.octoberpublications.com; 800-414-4790). "Graphic designers now and then build a name for themselves or
their shop based on a particular project," Doyle said, "a famous logo or ad campaign. I'm thrilled (as a person of distant Irish ances-
try) to be able to be known as ‘the urinal poster guy.’"



Beer Events
FEBRUARY 28 - THOMAS HOOKER BEER DINNER

Ash Creek Saloon
2 Wilton Ave, Norwalk, 847-7500
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Darvon’s always says that the Belgians get theirbrewing water fr om
what the Germans throw out into the Rhine
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January Meeting Results
January 17, 2007 Host: Nessie

THE BREWER’S BUGLE is a sometimes-monthly publication of the Underground Brewers Club of Connecticut. The contents herein are © 2007,
except for the parts we stole. Editor: Hero; Contributors: Darvon, The Nurse, Dr. Pivo; Photographer: The Count. For a subscription:send $5.00 to
David “Chickenman” Gies, 43 Stoddard Pl, Beacon Falls, CT06403

 STYLE 
BREWER 
BRAND 

 
NOSE 

 
(12) 

 
LOOKS 

 
(3) 

 
TASTE 

 
(20) 

 
BODY 

 
(5) 

 
OVERALL 

 
(10) 

 
TOTAL 

 
(50) 

COMMENTS  

1 Kölsch 
Nurse 

8 2 14 3 7 34 Good! “Too Kölschy” (Bitter Darvon); a little dark in color; 
some tartness, some sweetness. Panel amazed not at the beer so 
much as the fact that NNN is brewing. 

2 Bitter 
NNN 

9 3 15 4 7 38 Nice English nose – like Nicole Kidman playing Virginia 
Wolf. Soft bitterness; “Good balance of water” (Pivo). Used 
left over Kölsch yeast (cheap bastard). Finished with Styrian 
Goldings. 

3 Bière de Garde 
Lazarus 

Darvon & Pivo 

10 3 12 3 7 35 “Doesn’t have all that strange shit going on” (NNN); “The nose 
sucks you in” (Hero); too much sweet middle, too big. 

4 Brown Ale 
City Steam 
(growler) 

7 3 12 4 6 32 Good roasty malt nose, sweet, but nose a little off: root beer; 
the taste redeems the beer after a chancy start. 

5 90 Minute IPA 
Mickey Brown 

10 3 15 4 8 40 Resiny, “12 nose” (Count); grapefruit rind, “over the top”, but 
look at the score. Debate over hops. Turns out he used every 
hops in the book.  

6 IPA 
Haystack 

9 3 12 4 7 35 CPA (Cat Piss Ale), tooty fruity, “I’ll take a keg” (Pizzaman); 
not totally clean. “Old tires” (Darvon). Used Simco hops all the 
way. “Bad Choice” (Darvon) 

7 Porter 
Haystack 

8 3 10 4 6 31 Resiny, roasty, burnt malt extract, unfermented taste, sweet 
porter; lacks body, burnt water. 

8 Robust Porter 
Jeff 

9 3 14 4 8 38 Clean, roasty, malty, “Carob” (Mik); pretty color; not robust 
enough, but good Brown Porter; silky mouthfeel. Very 
drinkable session beer. 

9 Robust Porter 
Uniballe Brewery 

8 3 12 5 8 36 Buttery, not as roasty, AC-DC beer; nice clarity, deep wine 
color; needs to be bigger, needs 3 more IBU’s. 

10 Dopple Sticke 
Coq2 & Mickey 

Brown 

9 3 16 5 8 41 Poopy diaper in a good way, plenty of noble hops, malt; good 
clarity; blend of hop and grain bitterness. A big monster of a 
Düsseldorf 

11 American Stout 
Mickey Brown 

6 3 9 2 5 25 Sweet, alcohol, root beer, no hops, rubbing alcohol; no stout, 
no roast, thin and watery, “Drinkable, but no roast” (Pivo) 

12 Espresso Imperial 
Stout - Coq2 & 
Mickey Brown 

11 3 17 5 9 45 Wonderful real coffee nose; very black; “Too sweet” 
(Chickenman), really Imperial. Demi Moore’s demi-cup 
(she wishes). Great dessert beer with Chocolate Cake. 
BHBofE. 

13 Fruitcake Porter V 
Uniballe Brewery 

      Ginger, rusty fruit, green or red citron? We don’t like this crap, 
toss it, dumper to the max. “Wait ‘til it wins at the Nationals” 
(Darvon) 

14 Oatmeal Stout 
The Krappster 

9.5 3 17 4 8 41.5 Slight cardboard not a problem; grainy, Cheerios, easy roast; 
finish dry and sweet at the same time; could be fuller. We 
likee. 

15 Kona Coffee Oatmeal 
Stout 

Who made it? 

6 3 10 4 5 28 Big, green coffee beans; coffee dominates, the oats were left 
out. They still don’t know how to grow coffee in Hawaii. 

16 Oatmeal Stout aged in 
Merlot Oak 

Crapper 

10 3 16 4 8 41 Marshmallow, dark fruit, vanilla; redhead; Merlot brightens the 
Stout, strong oak barrel flavor; very complex and oxidized 
nicely. 
Four years old. 

17 Oatmeal Stout 
Conti 

10 3 10 3 5 31 Chocolate Mole’s ass; too sweet, no grains, chocolate, 
underfermented and oxidized. First place at SNERHC1995 – 
pulled a Benny Hill on us. 

18 Cider from Apricot 
Lambic barrel 

Krapper – who else? 

      Big Lambic brew. We likee. Cider subdued relative to the 
Lambic. 

 SUMMARY: Sexy Belgian serving wench inspired us to overly generous scoring.



Winter Beers at My Place Restaurant
Wednesday, February 21, 7:30 pm

This has been the YAHOOS NEWSLETTER


